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Lomments |

Cear Supervizars,

| respectiully requestthat this itern be pulled fram the agenda and continued until the next available hearing

date. As consistent with my request in regardsto todays hearing on Dezign Brochure Mo, 2, | am unablke ta
atiend.

This tem is related to my lether under “writen correspandence™ enclosed inthis agenda packetand is an
itz I have been very cancerned about (as indicated by my letter and other interactions with the county),

Itis very encauraging that this issus is baing broughtts the Boand but it is important 2n irmpantant ikern and
deserves mors input from the public. |tis also impontant io note that this itern should not be titked s an
“authorization™ for the Beardto hear these appeats, the state requirasthase appeals to be heard by the
Board {or Planning Carnmission at the Soard's option). Unforunately, and as iz noted by staff, the [awful
process for these appeals have not been followed by the county, with no disrespect intended, the Flanning
Cirector is not "authorized" under county ordinances, ar state |aw. ta ruls on appeals of determination of
“completengss”, howeverthe Board of Supervisors is already "authgrized",

Bue | hope and encourage that this issue be looked at a5 an oppartunity.. 1o work with the community an
improving the procsses. Toward that end Lagain regpectfully request that this item be continued,

Thank wou for the Board's consideration.
Srwoarely,
Cove Britton

Architect
Matzon Britton Architacts

@24/ 2008



COUNTY OF SANTA CRUZ

FLAMMNING GEFARTMENT
TN GUEAM STHIET. 47" SLOCK, SAN-A CRLZ, Ga BE0E0
{8537 4542380 Fas (531} 4542°5° Tooo (831:454-2123
TOM BEURNS, PLANNING DIRECTOR

Jure 17,2005
AGENDS DATE: Juns 24 2003

Board of Supervisars
County of Santa Cruz
701 Ogzan Street
Santa Cruz, T4 95060

SUBJECT: Authorize the Board of Supervisors to Congider Appeals of Incomplateness
Cratarminations par Governmant Code Section 55843 (o}

Membars of tha Board:

State Law sats forth specific processing times for develspment permit applications, The statute
ig commonty known as the Pamit Streamlining Act, Govemnent Code 62940 et seq. One of
the legal raguirements is for the local permitting agency 1o make a completsness determination
within 30 days after the filing of an application. If the application iz deemed incomplete, an
appiicant iz entitled ta appe=al that determinaticn.

The County Flanning Depariment has always considersd completeness determination appeals
to he administrative appeals az setforth in County Code Chagter 18.710. The Planmng Director
is the designated hearing body for sush administrative appeals.

However, it has come ta our attention that State Law does nof allow these appealsto be
considered administratively. The law specifically states that IF the apgication ogether with e
subrnitted materials are determined nof to be complefe pursuant 1o subdivisian (Bl the public
agency shall provide & process for the appilicant to apgeal thal decision in wiiting fo the
goveming bady of the agency or, if there Is ne govemning body, o the director of $he agency, a5
providad by that agency. A city or counfy shall provide that the right of appeal is to the
gaveming bady or, 8t theiroption, the planring commission, or both. [85943(¢Y

Even though the issues that arze in these appeals relate sclely to the adequacy of the
application materials for processing, and no final decisions are rendered with regard to the
application iteelf, State Law requires theee appeals to be heard by your Board, the Planning
Commission, or both. The State law also reguiresthat this review be completed within 50 days
of the application is autormatically deemed compieta,

In our judgment, the Planning Commission. due to their familiarity with the technical applicatoen
requirementsand the reasonswhy such information is necessary to enakle staff to evaluate
projects far conformance with complex regulations, is wall prepared o consider these appeals.
Howerver, the langth of tirms ittakes to placs the appeal an the Flanning Comrmiseion agenda,
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have the appeal consideration by the Gommission and accormmodate the subsequent appeal
process o yaur Board may not easily fit within the 80 day limit,

For that reason. we believa that, for the tirme being. yaur Board should be the antity that
considers appeals of incompletensssdeterminations. ARerws have had some experience

with these appeals, it may be appropriate to shiftthe responsibility o the Planning
COMIMissicn.

It is therefore recommended that vour Boand assume the authonty bo hear incompleteness
appeals per Government Code Section 55843g),

Plarning Director

RECOMMENDED:

) ? S
: Akt R ERLO L
Courty Ad ministrative Officer



